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Section 4.—Natural Increase 
The rate of natural increase of the population of Canada declined steadily 

from 17-9 in 1921 to 13-3 in 1926 and to 12-2 in 1929. In 1930 the rate increased 
to 13-2, but from then to 1937 it declined steadily to 9-9. In 1938 the rate was 
11-0, in 1941 it was 12-2 and in 1943 it reached its highest point since 1925, viz., 
13-9. 

Among the provinces the trends, generally, followed that of Canada with 
minor variations. The Province of Quebec is considered to have one of the highest 
rates of natural increase per 1,000 population of any civilized area. The rate for 
Quebec in 1921 was 23-4 and while it gradually reduced in line with common 
experience to a low point of 12-8 in 1937, it has since recovered and stood at 16-5 
in 1941, 18-0 in 1942 and 18-5 in 1943, the highest point since 1925. Saskatchewan 
has usually approached Quebec in the matter of natural increase; in fact for the years 
1926-30, 1934 and 1935 the rates for this prairie province actually exceeded those of 
Quebec, although for later years the recovery has been less pronounced, with a rate 
of 14 • 1 in 1942 and 14 • 1 in 1943. Alberta has followed Saskatchewan fairly closely, 
except that the recovery since 1938 has been more pronounced with a rate of 15-8 
in 1942 and of 16-2 in 1943. The high rates of natural increase in the two prairie 
provinces are largely due to their relatively younger populations and lower crude 
death rates. The chart facing p. 16(5 portrays the effects of variations between the 
birth and death rates in the Dominion and the provinces upon the rates of natural 
increase. 

Rates of Natural Increase in Various Countries.—Canada compares 
quite favourably with most countries in the matter of rates of natural increase. 
In 1943 the rate in Canada was 13-9, in Denmark 11-7, in the United States 11-0, 
in Northern Ireland 10-8, in New Zealand 10-7, in Australia 10-4, in Eire 7-6, in 
Scotland 5 • 6 and in England and Wales 4 • 4. 

Natural Increase in Canadian Cities and Incorporated Centres.— 
Statistics of natural increase in urban centres of 10,000 population or over are 
given for the period 1926 to 1943 in Table 28. Kates per 1,000 population are 
not shown, though the census populations in 1931 and 1941 are given to furnish 
some guide to such rates. 

28.—Natural Increase in Urban Centres of 10,000 Population or Over, by Place of 
Residence, 1941-43, with Five-Year Averages, by Place of Occurrence, 1926-10 
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